
Together for Children September 2020

Back to School Edition 
This fall will show how strong we can be. That is one positive 
spin on this difficult time. We are adapting every day to new 
information that changes as we go. It is trying on our hearts and 
minds. The trusted relationships we develop with families, staff, 
colleagues, and the community are strained as we make tough 
decisions to try to keep everyone safe and healthy.  The stress is 
coming from every direction, and the answers we want aren’t 
available. 

But, no other profession is as equipped to handle this challenge 
as early childhood educators. We taught the world to wash their 
hands! But seriously, we are experienced at adapting - to new 
children, new families, changing regulations, etc. We know we can 
adapt. What we really need assistance with is financial and 
emotional. So what can you do?

Think of yourself as an advocate. You know this profession best, 
and you have a story to tell. Keep our networks going strong and 
build more connections so that new information is available to us 
and our colleagues as soon as possible. Talk to parents about the 
issues we are facing. Get them fired up about child care issues. 
There’s never been a better time to build a relationship with your 
Senator and Representative. Email Commissioner Amy Jacobs. 
Attend an online forum with GAEYC, PFCCAG, GSAN, 
GEEARS, Voice for Georgia’s Children. There are so many ways 
you can advocate for early childhood education. 
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Then, after you reach out, go inward. Recharge. Take care of 
yourself - so you have the energy to keep advocating. You work 
every day to make the world a better place by building brains and 
taking care of other people - not only the children you care for 
directly but also their families who can work and have peace of 
mind because of what you do for the community you live and 
work in. We know the impact that keeping child care safe and 
open has on the entire community. This is a great load to carry, 
and we need you to care for yourself so the world can keep going. 

None of us have the time for self care, especially right now, but 
we must intentionally make time. Because that is one thing we 
have control over - how we maintain our mental health. It is time 
to make it a priority. 

At this week’s informal weekly meeting and at previous meetings, 
intense emotions were shared, but feeling them with others made 
the burden feel more manageable. We’ve had some courageous 
conversations about difficult topics. Several attendees reported 
that hearing from others in the early childhood community helps 
them with problem solving in their own programs. 

We hope that the community connections we are building and 
issues we are bringing to light will continue to be in the 
foreground beyond this pandemic. With your participation, we 
are working to make that happen. Please join or renew your 
GAEYC membership to ensure the continuation of programming 
that supports early childhood professionals. Here is information 
about becoming a member. 

Sincerely,

GAEYC Board of Directors

The SOLVE Program 
Supporting Onsite Learning for Virtual Education

As you may know, DECAL is launching the SOLVE (Supporting 
Onsite Learning for Virtual Education) Program next week!  

SOLVE provides financial assistance for families with students 
enrolled in a Georgia public school system that is only offering a 
virtual learning model. Scholarships are used to support working 
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ONLINE EVENTS 
NAEYC Annual 
Conference Online 

NAEYC has moved their 2020 
Annual Conference to online, 
making it more accessible than 
ever! GAEYC is working on 
arranging BFTS hours to be 
awarded for the conference so 
look out for information 
coming soon on how to earn 
hours. Registration opens Sept 
14.

Weekly Informal 
Meeting Online 

Join 70 early childhood 
professionals for an informal 
conversation about the latest 
news and updates in early 
childhood in Georgia. 
Wednesdays at 1pm. Visit 
gaeyc.net for the link.

Coming Soon! 
GAEYC Leading for 
Equity Cohort 

This year, GAEYC will host a 
cohort of leaders in exploring 
the power of early childhood 
education for leading with 
equity. Look for more 
information coming soon 
about how you can participate.

http://gaeyc.net
http://gaeyc.net
http://www.gaeyc.net
https://gaeyc.net/gaeyc-membership/
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families for 
children ages 5-12 
(grades 
kindergarten 
thru 6th) by 
paying for care, 
supervision and 
support during 
the school day while students are engaged in virtual learning.

Working together with IT, CAPS, and QIP, DECAL has 
launched a new page on the DECAL website for SOLVE, similar 
to the COVID-19 page. It is live now and they will continue to 
add documents and information. Please share this resource with 
anyone who is interested in SOLVE. Remember, families will not 
be able to apply until next week but they can begin their search 
now at qualityrated.org. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/CAPS/Solve.aspx

Please spread the word on this important program.

 
Grants for Small Business Owners 

These grants focus on small businesses owned or led by 
minorities and women, who often lack access to affordable 
capital.

Grants of $20,000 to small business owners to help meet their 
most immediate needs. Eligible expenses include:

        • Paying rent and utilities

        • Meeting payroll

        • Paying outstanding debt to vendors

        • Upgrading technology infrastructure

        • Other immediate operational costs

https://www.lisc.org/covid-19/small-business-assistance/small-
business-relief-grants/lowes/

Child Care Makes the Front Page of the AJC  

Read the article Georgia job benefits tested as parents face another 
pandemic challenge here.
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SESAME 
STREET: READY 
FOR SCHOOL! A 
Parent's Guide to 
Playful Learning 
for Children Ages 2 
to 5  
by Dr. Rosemarie T. Truglio, 
Ph.D. with Pamela Thomas 
Foreword by Kyle D. Pruett, 
MD 

Read more about it here.

Attend a FREE Conversation 
with the author!

Register here 

Calling All Higher 
Education 
Professionals 

The Early Childhood Higher 
Education Consortium will 
meet Friday October 3, 2020 at 
1pm. For more information 
and to contribute to the 
development of the meeting, 
fill out our survey for Higher 
Ed.

http://www.gaeyc.net
http://qualityrated.org/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CAPS/Solve.aspx
https://www.lisc.org/covid-19/small-business-assistance/small-business-relief-grants/lowes/
https://www.lisc.org/covid-19/small-business-assistance/small-business-relief-grants/lowes/
https://www.ajc.com/ajcjobs/georgia-job-benefits-tested-as-parents-face-another-pandemic-challenge/2TMGDSKIQ5FKNELCPKNWX2IZIE/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZNcnT48t2pxEB0-xG35Zo-j-cOrnsnOE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversations-on-early-childhood-featuring-dr-rosemarie-trugilo-tickets-117440131595?mc_eid=b6b172ec7a&mc_cid=0b49167e5d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRTXK2uV6jdIix_9rIwCa6zehHREc3Hgo8AdIyDmE9r-TVbQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRTXK2uV6jdIix_9rIwCa6zehHREc3Hgo8AdIyDmE9r-TVbQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZNcnT48t2pxEB0-xG35Zo-j-cOrnsnOE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/conversations-on-early-childhood-featuring-dr-rosemarie-trugilo-tickets-117440131595?mc_eid=b6b172ec7a&mc_cid=0b49167e5d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRTXK2uV6jdIix_9rIwCa6zehHREc3Hgo8AdIyDmE9r-TVbQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRTXK2uV6jdIix_9rIwCa6zehHREc3Hgo8AdIyDmE9r-TVbQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Submit to the Video Curriculum Fair at 
the 2020 GAEYC Annual Conference 

This is an opportunity for educators, college students, and 
emerging leaders to show what they are doing in their programs 
and share ideas. Read all about it here.

Calling All Approved Trainers! 

GAEYC will hold a day of training free just for you September 
30, 2020. 

9:00 to 11:00 am Training for Trainers on Working with 
School Age Children 

The Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network will provide 
training for trainers on how to train on working with school 
age children. Learn about developmental issues of children k-3 
and how to support children in this age group.

1:00 to 2:30 pm Approved Trainer Informal Meeting 

We are collaborating with the Professional Learning 
Community Specialist for DECAL (Laura Reid), the Workforce 
Specialist for DECAL (Barb McWethy), and the head of 
Training Approval (Miranda Murphy).

Resources from NAEYC and SECA 

The July issue of Young Children 
has content on words to use 
when moving from trauma-
informed to assess-informed care, 
and how to support young 
children after a crisis. The 
August-September issue of 
Teaching Young Children, the 
journal focused on preschool age, 
includes experiences from the 
field in virtual teaching and tips 
for peacemaking in the 
classroom. The SECA journal 

Dimensions of Early Childhood has articles on parent 
engagement during school closures due to the pandemic and 
effective classroom practices to create impactful learning. 
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Join the GAEYC Board 
of Directors! 

We are looking for district 
representatives from northwest 
and southeast Georgia as well as a 
Treasurer. 

Email info@gaeyc.net for more 
info.

Preparing for the 
Election 

We make a difference when we 
vote, and early childhood needs 
representation in office. We 
encourage you to ask candidates 
about their plans and policies for 
early childhood and to tell them 
your stories. Our candidates need 
to hear from you about what is 
important. 

Register to vote. And get others to 
vote. Apply for an Absentee Ballot 
so you can avoid polling places. If 
you are concerned about the 
integrity of the voting process, 
contact our Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensburger to voice your 
concerns. Volunteer at your 
polling place if you can. Talk to 
people in your social circle about 
what is important to you so they 
feel empowered to vote and to act. 
In our small actions, we have the 
potential to make great change 
and to be heard as a profession.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pdFEuwWQO11P7cbo2JOPheTlm7Y-M1pU/view?usp=sharing
http://www.gaeyc.net
mailto:info@gaeyc.net
mailto:info@gaeyc.net
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Young Children and Teaching Young 
Children are free for GAEYC 
Members who joined NAEYC as a 
Premium Member. Standard 
Members receive one journal of their 
choosing. Dimensions is free for 
GAEYC’s members who joined 
through SECA.

Emergency Childcare 
Round Table 

The Georgia Early Education Alliance 
for Ready Students (GEEARS) has 
held an Emergency Round Table for 
Child Care for the past few months 
bringing together the directors of the 
major agencies that have early 
childhood advocacy as a focus. We 
have discussed messages that need to 
be sent to DECAL and our lawmakers 
from providers we have talked with. 
When you attend a GAEYC event, 
your feedback is sent to the Round 
Table to be discussed. We will keep 

you posted on topics of conversation. 
At the moment, we are focused on advocating for funding for early 
childhood programs.

Purchase No Small Matter and Pledge to 
Share It,        

GAEYC will send you a 
thank you gift 

 Make the Pledge 
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Join a Webinar on 
"The Coming State 
Budget Crises: What 
Child Advocates 
Need to Know to be 
Effective and 
Antiracist"

State tax revenues are falling 
steeply just when states most 
need resources to support 
children and families. Because 
49 states are required to 
balance their budgets, nearly 
all states can expect proposals 
to cut many services for 
children. You're invited to join 
some of our great partners for 
a webinar on Monday, 
September 14 at 3pm ET for 
you to learn what to expect, 
what steps to take now to 
prepare, and what options to 
consider in your advocacy to 
protect services. Register 
here! 

Coming Soon! 
Infant Toddler 
Super Saturday 
Series 

http://www.gaeyc.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FtuwzJkSNShaYNgt147vw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FtuwzJkSNShaYNgt147vw
https://forms.gle/xo9g667h9kSCUtb58
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FtuwzJkSNShaYNgt147vw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0FtuwzJkSNShaYNgt147vw
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Join the "Build Stronger" Child Care Policy Roadmap Release  

Over the course of the last four months, the Alliance for Early Success has convened a Build Stronger 
child care policy workgroup – comprised of state and national allies, including NAEYC – to create a list 
of key policies that could lay the foundation for a transformed child care system that that truly serves 
children, families, educators, and our economy with equity and quality at its core. 
The result is a policy roadmap that will be released on September 16; we hope you will plan to join us for 
the release - register for the webinar here!  

Get Ready for GAEYC Annual Conference 
It will be online, and it will be the same high quality, warm fuzzy, feeling of being connected with your 
profession that you know to expect from GAEYC’s Annual Conference. There will be two sessions a day 
available for BFTS hours as well as interest forums from GEEARS, BCDI, PFCCAG, GSAN, Farm to 
ECE, and others. Join our screening of No Small Matter September 30 as a kick-off event for the 
conference. Attend the leadership track, the Spanish language track, or the 3-hour Coaching Intensive. 
For approved trainers, September 30 is a day of training and networking. Registration is $50 ($35 for 
members). We can’t wait to see you all there!

Volunteer for the Conference!

See the Program

Register Now!

Registrarse en español
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https://earlysuccess.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtd-qtqj4rHdN1RPggxivI7WeoQHL-D3Ia
https://forms.gle/qDTmcCvSKF3bku6P9
https://gaeycconference2020a.sched.com/
https://gaeyc2020.eventbrite.com
http://www.gaeyc.net


GAEYC is the largest professional development organization for early childhood education in Georgia, 
with 1000 members in Georgia and a professional audience of 1000s more. This year, we will host our 
conference online over 3 days. Registrants will attend online workshops through Zoom, which is fully 
accessible by cell phone. Tracks include: General Interest, Coaching Intensive, Leadership, Black 
Child Development Institute - Atlanta, and Spanish.

Registration Types Price

Registration+ $50

Member Price $35

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
8:00 - 9:15 Welcome & Orientation Coffee Chat: After-school 

Programming hosted by GSAN
Coffee Chat: Family Child Care 

Learning Homes hosted by 
PFCCAG

9:30 - 11:00 Session 1* Session 3* Session 5*

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch and Learn:
Black Child Development 
hosted by BCDI-Atlanta

Membership Meeting
(all are welcome)

Interest Forum: Farm to ECE
(one each in English & Spanish

1:00 - 2:00 High Scope Event Higher Education Consortium Awards & Recognition

2:30 - 4:00 Session 2* Session 4* Session 6*

5:00 - 5:30 Exhibitor Time Exhibitor Time Closing Session (4:30)

5:30 - 7:30
(present 15 min 

+ 45 min Q & A)

Exhibitor Time Exhibitor Time

*for BFTS hours

PR
IC
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ED

U
LE

6BFTS 
HOURS 

AVAILABLE

Georgia Association for the Education of Young Children |  404-222-0014 | www.gaeyc.net/conference

Complimentary School Age Institute for Approved Trainers
Weds Sept 30, 9 to 11am, hosted by Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network

CONFERENCE KICK-OFF EVENT
No Small Matter Screening & Discussion
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 | 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Leadership Track
Spanish Track
Coaching Intensive (3 hrs)



GAEYC es la organización de desarrollo profesional más grande para la educación de la primera infancia en 
Georgia, con 1000 miembros en Georgia y una audiencia profesional de 1000 más. Este año, organizaremos 
nuestra conferencia en línea durante 3 días. Los inscritos asistirán a talleres en línea a través de Zoom, que es 
totalmente accesible por teléfono celular. Los temas en Inglés incluyen: Interés general, Coaching intensivo, 
Liderazgo, Instituto de Desarrollo del Niño Negro - Atlanta. Tambien tenemos una Pista en Español.

Tipos de Registro Precio

Registro+ $50

Precio de Miembre de GAEYC $35

JUEVES VIERNES SABADO
8:00 - 9:15 Bienvenidos y Orientación Coffee Chat: After-school 

Programming hosted by GSAN
Coffee Chat: Family Child Care 

Learning Homes hosted by 
PFCCAG

9:30 - 11:00 Session 1* Session 3* Session 5*

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch and Learn:
Black Child Development 
hosted by BCDI-Atlanta

Membership Meeting
(all are welcome)

Almorzar y Aprender: Farm to 
ECE

1:00 - 2:00 High Scope Event Higher Education Consortium Awards & Recognition

2:30 - 4:00 Session 2* Session 4* Session 6*

5:00 - 5:30 Exhibitor Time Exhibitor Time Closing Session (4:30)

5:30 - 7:30
(present 15 min 

+ 45 min Q & A)

Exhibitor Time Exhibitor Time

*para BFTS horas
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6BFTS 
HORAS 

DISPONIBLE

Georgia Association for the Education of Young Children |  404-222-0014 | www.gaeyc.net/conference

Instituto de Edad Escolar de Cortesía para Capacitadores Aprobados
Miér 30 de Sept, de 9:00 am a 11:00 am, 
Organizado por Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network

EVENTO DE INICIO DE LA CONFERENCIA
No Small Matter Proyección y Discusión de la Película
Miercoles, Septiembre 30, 2020 | 6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Leadership Track (English)
Spanish Track
Coaching Intensive (English)
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