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 Dear Early Care and Education Provider,  

We are well into the new school year, and I hope your program has settled into a “normal” routine for your staff 

and for the children and families you serve. I assure you that we at the Department of Early Care and Learning 

(DECAL) recognize you are the people out there on the “front lines” serving the citizens of Georgia, and we 

want to support you in every way we can.  

I was recently excited to see the following statistic about your work: At the beginning of the new state fiscal 

year (July 1, 2017), out of approximately 4,800 licensed providers in Georgia, over 4,700 of you were in Good 

Standing with the state’s licensing rules and regulations. Thank you for your efforts to ensure that Georgia’s 

children are cared for in safe and healthy environments. And I especially thank those of you who have worked 

or are currently working to EXCEED the state’s minimum licensing requirements by participating in Quality 

Rated.  

This year DECAL is focusing on two areas with which you can help us. First, in the 2017-2018 school year we 

are celebrating the 25th “birthday” of Georgia’s Pre-K Program. If your program participates in Georgia Pre-K, 

we’ll be sending you information on ways you can help honor this milestone in the history of Georgia’s nation-

ally recognized Pre-K program.  

Second, for years DECAL has emphasized the importance of reading and of building early literacy skills in the 

minds of Georgia’s youngest learners, particularly four year olds enrolled in Georgia’s Pre-K Program. Early 

literacy and reading on grade level by the end of the third grade has been a priority of Governor and First Lady 

Deal since the day they took office.  

This year DECAL is focusing on developing early language and literacy skills in infants and toddlers. This 

doesn’t mean we think infants and toddlers should be taught to read. This does mean, however, that we believe 

early care and education professionals who work with infants and toddlers CAN thoughtfully and intentionally 

expose infants and toddlers to activities that will lay a solid foundation for learning and loving to read later on.  

So this year we awarded small grants for 50 classes in 16 Quality Rated programs that focus on offering train-

ing and other professional development for infant and toddler teachers. We look forward to learning the results 

of this effort in hopes that we can someday expand the program.  

As always, thank you for partnering with DECAL and your CCR&R to ensure that Georgia’s children and fam-

ilies receive quality early care and education services.  

Sincerely,  

Amy M. Jacobs  

Commissioner  

www.decal.ga.gov 
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DECAL Corner 
Updated CACFP Meal Pattern Requirements – Effective October 1, 2017 

In preparation for the implementation of updated CACFP meal pattern requirements, Nutrition Services has created a number of       

resources to provide guidance to institutions and sponsors. These updated meal pattern requirements went into effect October 1, 2017.   

Below is a list of policy guidance and memoranda that provides additional information about the updated CACFP meal pattern           

requirements: 

 Questions and Answers on the Updated Meal Pattern Requirements for the CACFP: http://decal.ga.gov/documents/
attachments/Q&AUpdatedMealPatternRequirementsCACFP.pdf 

 Implementation of the Updated Child and Adult Care Food Program Meal Pattern Requirements and the National School 
Lunch and School Breakfast Programs’ Infant and Preschool Meal Patterns: http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/
ImplementCACFPMealPatternReqmts.pdf 

 CACFP Updated Meal Pattern Online Resources: 
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPUpdatedMealPatternResources052017.pdf 

 Transition Period for the Updated CACFP Meal Patterns: 
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/TransitionPeriodUpdatedCACFPMealPatterns.pdf 

 Vegetable and Fruit Requirements in the CACFP, with Questions and Answers: 
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/VegetableFruitReqCACFPQA052017.pdf 

 Grain-Based Desserts in the CACFP: http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainBasedDessertsCACFP.pdf 
 Grain Requirements in the Child and Adult Care Food Program; Questions and Answers: 

http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainReqmtCACFPQ&A.pdf 
 Crediting Tofu and Soy Yogurt Products in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): 

http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CreditingTofuSoyYogurtProductsCACFP.pdf 
 Nutrition Requirements for Fluid Milk and Fluid Milk Substitutions in the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Questions and     

Answers: http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FluidMilkRequirementsCACFPQA.pdf  
 DECAL Revised Forms to Reflect the CACFP Updated Meal Pattern Requirements: 

http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALRVDFormsReflectCACFPUpdatedMealPatternReqmt.pdf 

For questions regarding policy and memoranda, contact Sonja Adams, Policy Administrator at Sonja.Adams@decal.ga.gov. For questions 
regarding the updated CACFP meal pattern requirements, contact your assigned Technical Assistance (TA) Coordinator or email the TA 
Team at NutritionTA@decal.ga.gov.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you know, a child’s first years in school can set the tone for the future school years. For this reason it is important to make sure they 
are prepared socially, emotionally, intellectually, and physically to enter kindergarten. The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) 
has partnered with the Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) in an effort to help both schools and families with the         
transition to kindergarten.  
  
We are pleased and excited to announce the launch of a parent resource website for the GKIDS Readiness Check! The site will 
serve as a resource for parents to learn more about kindergarten readiness, the skills assessed on the GKIDS Readiness Check, and     
activities to help support their child’s development at home. The site includes Spanish translation and closed captioning.  
  

Please share this site with your students’ families at upcoming events, such as meet and greet, open house, curriculum night, and parent 
conferences, as well as on your system/school webpage. We also ask that you share this information with your elementary school       
principals and teachers (pre-K and K). The website may be accessed using the following links: GKIDSReadinessCheck.gadoe.org or       
(a shorter version) KReady.gadoe.org. 

 

http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Q&AUpdatedMealPatternRequirementsCACFP.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Q&AUpdatedMealPatternRequirementsCACFP.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/ImplementCACFPMealPatternReqmts.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/ImplementCACFPMealPatternReqmts.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPUpdatedMealPatternResources052017.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/TransitionPeriodUpdatedCACFPMealPatterns.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/VegetableFruitReqCACFPQA052017.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainBasedDessertsCACFP.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/GrainReqmtCACFPQ&A.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CreditingTofuSoyYogurtProductsCACFP.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FluidMilkRequirementsCACFPQA.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DECALRVDFormsReflectCACFPUpdatedMealPatternReqmt.pdf
mailto:Sonja.Adams@decal.ga.gov
mailto:NutritionTA@decal.ga.gov
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://gkidsreadinesscheck.gadoe.org/&c=E,1,xzaArqeCqGTR5NKkqCpFN5gMo2BDcjBmM2HDKCWGs79D3T-ypKEtJqvE6N0YDRySnusu6Bjim98PeZ-gSeqRaI_lIDXp7J0xEcZWtUyG9tRPu1dNfAZ6YQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://kready.gadoe.org/&c=E,1,Z3DYmfCjRljly398oB3uRVZAdAbig4t6BD_B3rkFHOb0zj5lG3M8C8NN-KTWqEJXeaO7J1ZCCi3F-KlcrCsSZfRKovKitG5aoE7CBq8EYa91ldUs&typo=1
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DECAL Corner 

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning announces the launch of Phase 2 of PEACH (Planning            

Educational Activities for Children). PEACH is an interactive website that puts thousands of high-quality, developmentally appropriate 

activities at the teachers’ fingertips. The activities available are designed for children ranging in age from birth to five years old and are 

directly linked to the Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS). With input from focus groups across the state, we’ve 

added new features. In Phase 2, teachers now have ability to: 

 Create customized lesson plans 
 Create and generate customized schedules 
 Copy plans into multiple classrooms 
 Share plans with others across the state 
 Include multiple age groups on a single lesson plan 
 Choose a variety of activities in each of the GELDS domains 
 Explore GELDS domains and strands with a new dropdown feature 
 Create and add unique activities of their own 
 Add children’s names to individualized activities 
 Plan for adaptations or modifications as needed 
 Design a plan to assess children’s progress 
 Designate favorite activities to come back and use later 
 Create customized “favorite folders” 
 Listen to audio examples of songs 
 View images of how to create materials and games 
 Save lesson plans 
 Print, download, or email lesson plans 
 Get immediate support using the Help Desk feature  

 

 
To access PEACH, please visit www.peach.decal.ga.gov. Please share this great resource with teachers and/or with others whom you 

might support. A webinar highlighting Phase 2 enhancements is also available for review at:   

http://www.gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx.    

If teachers experience technical issues, they can contact technical support at bestpractices@gsu.edu. If you have questions or feedback 

regarding PEACH, please feel free to contact Demetria Joyce, Instructional Learning Manager, at demetria.joyce@decal.ga.gov.  

DECAL Launches Phase 2 of PEACH 

http://www.peach.decal.ga.gov
http://www.gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx
mailto:bestpractices@gsu.edu
mailto:demetria.joyce@decal.ga.gov
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Region 5:  Getting to Know Your CCR&R Staff 
Jessica Boshuizen, Technical Assistance Coordinator                                                                  

Becky Lehto, Technical Assistance Coordinator                                                                  

Serena Rodriguez, Administrative Support Assistant 
 
"I come to CCR&R from Armstrong State University where I worked as an Administrative Assistant for the    

Computer Science & Information Technology Department. I have a Bachelor’s of  Fine Art degree from         
Savannah College of Art and Design. I also design and make sterling silver jewelry in my free time."  

 
Tiffany Polite Adams, Technical Assistance Coordinator 

                                                       
“I am excited to be a part of Savannah Technical College’s CCR&R. I have a range of paid and non-paid experi-
ences in education, community service events, and faith-based projects. After graduating from Georgia Southern 
University with a degree in Child & Family Development, I began my career journey in 2001 with the Even Start 
Family Literacy & Adult Education Program in Edgefield, South Carolina. I completed a Master’s and Specialist 

degree, along with GA Educator Certification (P-5) in Elementary Education. I served as a 2nd grade teacher 
with Richmond County Board of Education. Georgia Governor’s Office of Student Achievement was an op-

portunity, as a statewide Early Literacy Reading Instructor Mentor. I also worked with the Burke County Board 
of Education Early Head Start, as an Instructional Coach, and an Elementary Student Teacher Site Supervisor 

for Grand Canyon University. The best job of all is being a mother of ‘40 toes’ and wife of 11 years! I value my 
time with family and embrace every moment designed for my life.” 

"I come to the CCR&R with over 25 years of working in early education. As an educator with a passion for     
developing and coordinating quality developmental programs, I am excited to see the great programs the CCR&R 
is supporting to help early childhood professionals shape a child's life by being intentional in their practices while 
giving the child the highest quality care they can. Throughout my career, I have created and delivered educational 

programs for children and adults. With my background in teaching, operations, and assessments, I focus on the 
whole program and help guide professionals through training and transfer of  learning. I believe the best founda-
tion for a child is one where everyone works together to provide quality care each and every day. I firmly believe 

that to enable a child to become successful in life, we must first see through the eyes of that child. Life is large but 
knowledge is larger. We help a child to grow as we grow ourselves and learn to love life through the  innocence of 

a child's view. I look forward to  becoming a part of your life as we work together for the children, families and 
providers. " 

Shelly Lawson, Technical Assistance Coordinator                                                                  

"I am excited to be a part of Southeast Georgia’s CCR&R! I moved here recently from North Carolina to be   
closer to my family. I have worked in various positions within private childcare centers since 2001 but this will be 
the first time I get to be a mentor to other early childhood professionals across multiple counties. I graduated in 
2013 from Western Carolina University with my Bachelor’s Degree in Birth-Kindergarten Education and may 
one day pursue my Master’s. In my free time, I enjoy doing outdoor activities, watching Carolina Panther foot-
ball, and volunteering. I can’t wait to meet all the new providers that are working towards quality childcare and 
assist in any way that they need it."  

"For as long as I can remember , I have always wanted to teach and work with children. I was the child who could 
be found in the corner playing ‘class’ with her dolls, the child who begged to buy workbooks during the summer 

and the child who enjoyed school supply shopping as much as toy shopping. As an adult, I have been privileged to 
teach learners of all ages, from kindergarteners to adults. When my oldest two children were young, I worked in a 

childcare center so that I could be close to them and monitor their care. That was a period of  critical awakening for 
me as an educator. Until that point I had given little thought to formal early childhood care and development, my 
time at KinderCare showed me just how vital those early years are; not just for the children’s welfare at the time, 

but for setting the stage for all they could do and become as they continued to learn and grow. I have taken those 
lessons with me throughout the rest of my life, advocating for children in the childcare, educational and social ser-
vices areas and continuing to learn about brain development and the effects of early childhood experiences on fu-

ture learning and behavior. I am excited to be a part of the CCR&R team and I look forward to working with providers to provide chil-
dren with the best possible environments for them to learn and grow." 
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Region 5:  Quality Rated Program Recognition 

Congratulations to Our Newest  
Quality Rated Programs! 

Lollipop Kids - Blackshear, GA 
Karen Jones - Pooler, GA 

1 Love Childcare and Learning Center - Sylvania, GA 
Sharon Denison - St. Mary’s, GA 

Odum Learning Academy - Savannah, GA 
Marsha Octave - Hinesville, GA 

Vanessa Porter - Grovetown, GA 
Generation Kids Preschool - Brunswick, GA 

Kat’s Little Angels - Savannah, GA 
Sandra Shepherd - Savannah, GA 
Felicia Shuman - Savannah, GA 
Quinine Parker - Savannah, GA 

Another Adventure Day Care - Savannah, GA 
Wright's Child Care - Savannah, GA 

Shirley Mitchell - Pooler, GA 
Heavenly Place Childcare Learning Center -  Hinesville, GA 

Cornerstone Children’s Center- Vidalia, GA 
Prime Time Discovery -Tobacco Road - Augusta, GA 

Prime Time Discovery - Hephzibah. GA 
Retha Weatherspoon - Jesup, GA 

Josefa Rodriguez -  Grovetown, GA 
LaKisha Adams - Evans, GA 

Prime Time Discovery-Warren Road - Martinez, GA  

Ambra Metzger  - Springfield, GA 

Congratulations to Our Quality Rated  
Programs that Maintained or Increased their Ratings! 

Cynthia Ruffin - Hephzibah, GA 
Childtime Childcare #1121 - St. Mary’s, GA 

Carmen Batista - Hinesville, GA 
Cathy’s Daycare Learning Center - Augusta, GA 

Wayne Head Start - Jesup, GA 
Universal Child Care and Learning Center - Augusta, GA 

Train Up a Child Academy - Garden City, GA 
Long County Head Start- Ludowici, GA 
Glennville Head Start  - Glennville, GA 
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Region 5:  Quality Rated Endorsement 
 

"WOW!  Not at all what I expected. The program exceeded all my expectations. I have learned so much about 
the welfare of our children. I could not have asked for a better TA than Ms. Cindy Beecher. She was awesome, 

it was as though she knew my thoughts and needs before I spoke them. Ms. Beecher is well-informed about the 
Quality Rated program and she passed a lot of that knowledge on to me. Again, I say ‘Thank You’ to Ms. Cindy 

Beecher and the Quality Rated program." 

 
 

 

 

“What a journey this has been!” “In June 2014, we obtained our very first 3 Star Rating and three (3) 

years later, August 2017, we maintained that 3 Star Rating during our reassessment. UCCLC takes 

pride in our program and what we do very seriously; the days of being a babysitter are  completely 

over. Becoming Quality Rated means that you are taking the next step to making a difference in a child’s 

life and their entire family. To provide the children in your care with the highest quality of care; and to maintain the highest rating is  

overwhelmingly exciting. What child care providers do will impact the life of every child in which care is provided for. Quality Rated has 

been an awesome learning experience. Having the support of staff, community partners, families served, and most of all CCR&R staff, 

TA Leslie Lewis and Assistant Director Terenia Moody, we achieved greatness. We encourage all programs to get on the Quality Rated 

Train, a wonderful experience of challenging all participants within your program to come out of their comfort zone and access another 

potential that lies within them. Our motto is ‘Team Work Makes the Dream Work.’ Thank you Quality Rated for implementing something 

GREAT in Early Childhood Education for our little people to be prepared for the next level in education and having our families to   

invest in their child’s early years, which are sometimes over looked.”  

 

“Today, my preschool received it's Quality Rating. I am super excited to say my program earned a 

three star rating. I take my program and what I do very seriously; the days of just being a babysitter 

are over. Being Quality Rated means that you are taking the next step to make a difference in a 

child's life; to provide the children in your care with the highest quality of care. What we child care    

providers do will impact the life of every child we come in contact with. Quality Rated has been an 

awesome learning experience. I have learned so many wonderful things through this process. I 

received training; which is already a requirement for child care providers, but mine was free! I also 

received teaching materials, toys, and equipment to improve my classroom. I received feedback 

and advice from my TA consultant, she was amazing and went above and beyond to help me do 

my best. This program took me a year to finish, but many programs can complete in a shorter time frame. I experienced some health  

issues so mine took a little longer. My TA stood by my side and supported me through the whole process, explaining every step. I knew 

exactly what I needed to do and what to expect next. I am so glad I was given the opportunity to participate in such a rewarding         

experience. If you love childcare as much as I do and want to give the children in your care the best that you have to offer, get in the 

Quality Rated program. Thank you, CCR&R, for helping my program earn three stars. This has been a great experience!” 

 

"In our strive toward continuing the development of our before and after school programs, The Family YMCA of 

Augusta Prime Time- Richmond County has had 3 of our 19 sites to become Quality Rated. With goals of increasing 

student achievement, reducing risk-taking behavior, and providing enriching programming opportunities for children, 

I am beyond thrilled that our Prime Time Programs at Tobacco Road Elementary received at 2 star rating, Hephzibah 

Elementary received at 1 star rating, and Warren Road Elementary received a 1 star rating. Our programs work hard to 

provide the highest quality of care. Quality Rated has been the best opportunity for our Prime Time sites to gain skills 

and techniques that will boost our programming to the top in Youth Development. Our 3, now Quality Rated, sites have received hands-

on training and guidance through this process from our phenomenal TA consultant, Terenia Moody. Her advice and step by step support 

was the primary key in the success of our sites. As we progress toward making sure our  remaining sites complete the process of becom-

ing Quality Rated, we anticipate the new heights that Prime Time will reach!”  

Shirley Mitchell  

Pooler,  GA 
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Teacher Tips:  The Magic of  Tummy Time 
Submitted by Debbie Combs,  
Technical Assistance Coordinator  

According to recent reports, today’s infants are spending almost sixty waking hours in “containers” such as cribs, car seats, 

high chairs, swings and strollers. Over the past thirty years, items such as infant carriers that attach to a car seat bases,  walk-

ers, bouncers, and boppy seats have gained appeal with parents and child care providers, who often explain the use of con-

tainers as being used for safety or hygiene. However, experts warn that they may be doing more harm than good. The limited 

mobility that containers allow means that infants are limited in their movements and in varying their positions. Physical and 

occupational therapists report seeing an escalation in cases of infants with flattened skulls (called plagiocephaly), as well as 

poor muscle, motor, and visual development.  

The American Physical Therapy Association is urging caregivers and parents to give infants more tummy time while babies 

are awake and supervised. The AAP, suggest at least three sessions of tummy time per day, for about ten minutes at a time.  

For a baby who doesn’t enjoy tummy time, picking the right time of day, such as after a nap or diaper change, is very        

important. Toys placed in a circle around the baby will encourage reaching in different directions and will help muscle      

development needed for rolling over, scooting and crawling.  
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Fun with Kids in the Kitchen 

 

 Very Easy Bread Recipe 
               (adapted from The Waldorf Kindergarten Snack Book) 

Ingredients: 

 2 C very warm water 

 large spoonful of honey we used molasses this week 

 1 T. yeast 

 flour until you can’t mix in any more (approx. 4 C) 

 pinch or two of salt 

 

Directions: 

1. Make a snack for the Yeast 

We call the first stage of the recipe “making a snack for the yeast” – where you are mixing the warm water in a large mixing bowl and then stirring in the 
molasses or honey.  Yeast are very hungry, so we make them a “soup” to eat. 
 
2. Feed the Yeast 

Now it is time to feed the yeast by sprinkling it over the top of the “soup.”  Let it foam up and watch your children be amazed at those hungry yeast! 

3.  Let it snow 

Taking turns, with very clean hands, start adding the flour by making it “snow” into the bowl.  Sprinkle in a pinch of salt, too.  Keep adding flour “snow” 

– taking breaks to knead it into the dough – until the dough is stiff and no longer sticky. 

Yes, this part will make a mess, but messy is okay.  Flour is easy to clean up with a wet sponge or bar towel and then you’re right back in business, as if it 

never happened.   

4. Taking a nap 

Whew!  Our dough is tired.  It is time for the dough is going to take a little “nap” under a “blanket” (i.e. get covered loosely with a towel and set in a 

warm spot to double in size for an hour or two). 

While we let the dough “rest” for a little while why don’t we read some stories together? 

May I may a few suggestions? 

Tony’s Bread  

by Tomie DePaola 

Loaves of Fun by Elizabeth M. Harbison 

Bread, Bread, Bread (Around the World) 

5. Make shapes 

Peek under the blanket. Has your dough doubled in size?  Okay, you’re ready to knead it for a bit and then shape it into either a loaf, buns, or shaped 

breads.   

Give each child a portion of the dough, and you take some too, and form it into your shape for baking and place them on an oiled baking sheet. 

Preheat the oven to 350. 

7. Another rest 

Your dough is probably tired from all of that shaping, so he needs a brief rest under his blanket again (another 20 minutes or so, or while the oven    

preheats) before baking. 

It isn’t easy to be patient, is it?  Maybe we should read some more stories or color a picture together. 

8. Bake 

At last, it is time to bake our bread.  Into the 350 degree oven it goes for about 20 minutes, until light brown.  Keep an eye on this, moms and dads,   

because smaller shaped breads and rolls will need less baking time. 

9. Enjoy! 

Let your bread cool a bit on a rack and then slice it with a serrated bread knife and enjoy it with honey and butter. 

 

Baking bread together is a nice way to spend time together.  It also shows children that slow long-term projects that don’t have immediate 

gratification are worth it, and helps build up children’s skills at being patient. 

Kids in the Kitchen 
Submitted by Becky Lehto, 
Technical Assistance Coordinator  

Baking with your child is a fantastic way to give your 

child confidence in the kitchen, teach them a variety of 

skills naturally and strengthen the bonds between you 

and your child, not to mention it’s delicious!   

Baking bread is particularly beneficial because it         

develops: bilateral coordination (used for tying shoe laces 

and cutting with scissors), eye-hand coordination, hand 

strengthening (a necessity for writing) and spatial       

perception and planning (early math skills).   
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Fun with Kids in the Kitchen 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This paint can be used in art activities and has an added bonus of being a science experiment. 

3-Ingredient Homemade Puffy Paint 

You put it in the microwave and it puffs right up! 

Ingredients 
1 tbsp. self-rising flour  
1 tbsp. salt  
several drops food coloring or liquid watercolors  
Water - start with 1/4 tsp at time  

Instructions: 

1. Mix salt and flour in small bowl.   

2. Add water and coloring and stir well until paint is smooth.  

3. Use Q-Tips, string, balled aluminum foil, and even fingers to paint.  

4. Now for the science!  When you’re happy with your masterpiece, pop it into the microwave for 30 seconds and watch 
your painting puff up!  Your artwork will be warm when you remove it from the microwave, but it will be completely 
set. 

 

 

Art for All Ages 
Submitted by Jeneine Barlow, 
Technical Assistance Coordinator  
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GELDS IN PRACTICE:  Weather 
Domain: Cognitive Development 

Sub-domain: Science 

Strand: Earth and Space 

Standard: SC2- The child will demonstrate knowledge related to the dynamic properties of earth and sky.  

 

0-12 months 

SC2.0d: Observes different types of weather.  

Activity: Blowing in the Wind 

Hang wind chimes outside the classroom window or door where a child can hear and see them.  When the chimes can be heard, teacher 

discusses the wind and that it is causing the wind chimes to move and ring.  

 

12-24 months 

SC2.1d: Uses emerging vocabulary to describe basic weather.  

Activity: Bubble fun 

On an overcast, cloudy day give all the children small bubbles and encourage them to blow and catch the bubbles.  Ask questions of the 

children encouraging them to use language. Some questions may include: Does it look like it might rain? Do you feel the wind? Tell me 

what it feels like. 

 

24-36 months 

SCD2.2d: Observes and discusses weather. 

Activity: When the Wind Blows 

Read Mrs. McNosh Hangs Up Her Wash by Sarah Weeks.  Talk about what happens when the wind blows.  Create “wind” with a small fan 

(supervised) and have children hold up socks to watch them move.  Make a simple kite with paper and streamers.  Take it outside to fly.  

 

36-48 months 

SCD2.3d: Observes and discusses changes in the weather from day to day.  

Activity: How should we dress?  

During changes in the season, add different clothing to the dramatic play dress up area. While having conversations with children during 

free play, teacher will ask open-ended questions regarding seasons and current weather outside and what clothing they may need when 

going outside. The teacher may also ask for reasons why.  

 

48-60 months 

SCD2.4d: Uses appropriate vocabulary to discuss climate and changes in the weather.  

Activity: Table Clouds 

Read Could I Sit on a Cloud? by Kay Barnham. Discuss the characteristics of clouds with children.  In the Science area or during a small 

group choice activity, help children make their own “clouds.”  Cover the table with towels to absorb any spilled water. Give each child a 

clear container filled two-thirds full of water.  Place 4 cups of colored water in the middle of the table for children to share. Provide  pi-

pettes for each child.  Have the children create a cumulus cloud in each container by squirting nontoxic shaving cream on the top of the 

water.  Have them add drops of color to the nontoxic shaving cream. Observe and discuss how the color makes its way through the 

cloud.     
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Region 5 Training News 
In an effort to streamline the way you receive training information from our agency, we will no longer be e-mailing out individual     

training announcements for each class occurring in our region. Larger events such as training days and conference announcements will 

still be sent out via e-mail or paper mailings. Registration for all other individual training sessions occurring throughout our region can be 

accessed through our website.   

www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org 

All of our registrations are completed through either the GaPDS or EventBrite.  Our training calendars on our website will take you  

directly to corresponding registration pages for the events that you choose.  On the following page, you will find specific instructions on 

how to find ALL CCR&R sponsored trainings. Please keep these instructions for future reference. 

 

As always, if you have trouble registering for a training session or event, you may call our training department at any time. 

Rachale LaVoie, Community Outreach and Training Specialist, 912.443.3383 or Kristin Goetz, Training Manager, 912.443.3381. 

HAVE TRAINING IDEAS? WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

Please take a moment to complete the short survey regarding training interest at the link below.  Input is anonymous and appreciated to 

help us serve you better!                    

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/573BDZY 

                                                       

Director to Director Network: Establishing a Network of  Support One Meeting at a Time 

In partnership with Quality Care for Children and The Georgia Alliance, Child Care Resource and Referral will be offering this valuable 
administrative training series during 2017.   

October Discussion Topic: Marketing Your Program 
Chatham D2D Meeting:   

Monday October 9th 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Savannah Technical College-Savannah Campus    

5717 White Bluff Rd. Savannah, GA 31405 

 

Ware D2D Meetings:  *2 Sessions! 

Saturday, October 14th 9:00-11:00am 

Thursday, October 19th 9:00-11:00am  

Waycross YMCA      

1634 Plant Ave. Waycross, GA 31501 

 
Each monthly meeting awards participants 2 BFTS Approved Training (ADM) hours along with conversation, collaboration, and 

camaraderie!  

To obtain a password to register, please call Kristin Goetz, Training Manager, at 912.433.3381 

http://www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/573BDZY


 

 

Go to: https://gapds.decal.ga.gov to register for: 

Go to https://www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org/calendars-events 

See calendar (screenshot below) with links to EventBrite training registration. 

https://gapds.decal.ga.gov
https://www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org/calendars-events
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912.443.3381 
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912.443.3383  

Johnnye Rogers 
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912.443.3384 

Cynthia Akins 
Technical Assistance Manager 
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Allison Brown 
Technical Assistance Manager 

912.433.9577 

Jennifer McMichael 
Technical Assistance Manager 
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Jeneine Barlow 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.704.8192 

Cindy Beecher  
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.663.0218  

Sarah Benton 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.433.0462 

Jessica Boshuizen  
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.650.3937 

Debbie Combs 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.655.8143 

Katrina Crews 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.677.3518 

Cathy Jennings 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.663.1762 

Leslie Jones 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.659.5263 

Shelly Lawson 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.650.1777 

Rebecca Lehto 
Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.650.1303 
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Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.650.0671 
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Technical Assistance Coordinator 

912.663.0137 
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912.433.0461  
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Childcare Resource & Referral of Southeast Georgia  
at Savannah Technical College 

190 Crossroads Parkway 

Savannah, GA 31407 
www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org 

Telephone: 912.443.3011 
Toll Free: 1.877.935.7575 

Email:  CCR&R@savannahtech.edu 

Follow Us 

http://www.ccrrofsoutheastga.org/caregivers.asp

